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Swimming with dolphins may be prohibited 

Government in Hawaii is proposing a prohibition on the popular tourist activity of swimming with dolphins along the 

Hawaiian coast. Dolphins have been a magnet for tourists over the past decades. However, federal officials say the 

increasing tourism is harmful to the dolphins because they should be resting and socializing. The National Marine 

Fisheries Service of the National Oceanic proposes to prohibit swimming with dolphins or approaching within 50 

metres of them. That would put an end to many tour group activities, such as sailing alongside the creatures in a boat 

and snorkeling with them. 
 

Ann Garrett, from the National Marine Fisheries Service, said she didn't think the prohibition would have a big impact 

on the tourist business in Hawaii. Tour operators do not agree with Garrett's opinion. Tour company owner Kevin 

Merrill said: "It would be the end of legitimate dolphin swimming. We couldn’t offer the people the quality interaction 

that they expect." Dolphins are usually most active at night and sleep and relax during the day, which is when the 

tourists interact with them. Garrett said the interaction interferes with the dolphins' health and fitness. 

adapted from http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com 
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Question 1. (2 points) Indicate whether the following statements are TRUE or FALSE and write down 
which part of the text justifies your answer.  

TRUE  FALSE  

* * 1. In the last decades a lot of tourists visited Hawaii because of dolphins 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

* * 2. Even if the prohibition comes into effect, tourists will be able to sail in a 
boat near dolphins or snorkel with them   

______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

* * 3. An official representative said a prohibition would not greatly affect 
tourism.     

 ______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

* * 4. Dolphins perform activities with tourists at night.     

______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

Question 2  (2 points) Answer the following questions in your own words. 

1. Why does tourism affect dolphins' health?  

__________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

2. What do Tour operators and authorities disagree about? 

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Question 3   (1.5 points) Find the synonyms in the text for the following words.   

1 expanding (paragraph 1)        ____________________________ 

2. suggests (paragraph 1)                      ____________________________ 

3. effect (paragraph  2)                          _____________________________ 

 

Question 4 (1.5 points) Complete these sentences with the correct structure.   

1. Kevin Merrill, _________ is a tour operator, is really worried about the future of tourism  

    industry (relative pronoun) 

 

2. People ______________ spend a holiday in Hawaii  if they didn´t swim with dolphins? (conditional) 

 

3. Swimming with dolphins _____________be prohibited soon (passive) 

 

 

Question 5 (3 points) Write a short essay (about 100 words) on ONE of the following topics. 

a) Do you think that entertainment with animals should be prohibited? 

b) Advantages and disadvantages of using animals to entertain people. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


